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GENESIS

The Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. 2The earth was formless and 

void, and darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over 
the surface of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. 4God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5God called the 
light day, and the darkness He called night. 
And there was evening and there was morn-
ing, one day. 
 6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse 
in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” 7God made the 
expanse, and separated the waters which 
were below the expanse from the waters 
which were above the expanse; and it was so. 
8God called the expanse heaven. And there 
was evening and there was morning, a second 
day. 
 9 Then God said, “Let the waters below 
the heavens be gathered into one place, and 
let the dry land appear”; and it was so. 10God 
called the dry land earth, and the gathering of 
the waters He called seas; and God saw that 
it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth 
sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their 
kind with seed in them”; and it was so. 12The 
earth brought forth vegetation, plants yield-

ing seed after their kind, and trees bearing 
fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and 
God saw that it was good. 13There was evening 
and there was morning, a third day. 
 14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the 
expanse of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night, and let them be for signs and 
for seasons and for days and years; 15and let 
them be for lights in the expanse of the heav-
ens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 
16God made the two great lights, the greater 
light to govern the day, and the lesser light to 
govern the night; He made the stars also. 17God 
placed them in the expanse of the heavens to 
give light on the earth, 18and to govern the day 
and the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness; and God saw that it was good. 
19There was evening and there was morning, a 
fourth day. 
 20 Then God said, “Let the waters teem with 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth in the open expanse of the 
heavens.” 21God created the great sea mon-
sters and every living creature that moves, 
with which the waters swarmed after their 
kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and 
God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23There was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day. 
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raised his eyes and saw the place from a dis-
tance. 5Abraham said to his young men, “Stay 
here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go 
over there; and we will worship and return to 
you.” 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on together. 7Isaac spoke 
to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is 
the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8Abraham 
said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb 
for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of 
them walked on together. 
 9 Then they came to the place of which 
God had told him; and Abraham built the altar 
there and arranged the wood, and bound his 
son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood. 10Abraham stretched out his hand 
and took the knife to slay his son. 11But the 
angel of the Lord called to him from heav-
en and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not stretch 
out your hand against the lad, and do noth-
ing to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from Me.” 13Then Abraham raised 
his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him 
a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered 
him up for a burnt offering in the place of his 
son. 14Abraham called the name of that place 
The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, 
“In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.” 
 15 Then the angel of the Lord called to Abra-
ham a second time from heaven, 16and said, 
“By Myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, 
because you have done this thing and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, 17indeed 
I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multi-
ply your seed as the stars of the heavens and 
as the sand which is on the seashore; and your 
seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 
18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed, because you have obeyed My 

voice.” 19So Abraham returned to his young 
men, and they arose and went together to 
Beersheba; and Abraham lived at Beersheba. 
 20 Now it came about after these things, that 
it was told Abraham, saying, “Behold, Milcah 
also has borne children to your brother Na-
hor: 21Uz his firstborn and Buz his brother and 
Kemuel the father of Aram 22and Chesed and 
Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph and Bethuel.” 
23Bethuel became the father of Rebekah; 
these eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s 
brother. 24His concubine, whose name was Re-
umah, also bore Tebah and Gaham and Tahash 
and Maacah. 

Death and Burial of Sarah

23 Now Sarah lived one hundred and 
twenty-seven years; these were the 

years of the life of Sarah. 2Sarah died in 
Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of 
Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn for 
Sarah and to weep for her. 3Then Abraham 
rose from before his dead, and spoke to the 
sons of Heth, saying, 4“I am a stranger and 
a sojourner among you; give me a burial site 
among you that I may bury my dead out of 
my sight.” 5The sons of Heth answered Abra-
ham, saying to him, 6“Hear us, my Lord, you 
are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead 
in the choicest of our graves; none of us will 
refuse you his grave for burying your dead.” 
7So Abraham rose and bowed to the people 
of the land, the sons of Heth. 8And he spoke 
with them, saying, “If it is your wish for me 
to bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, 
and approach Ephron the son of Zohar for 
me, 9that he may give me the cave of Mach-
pelah which he owns, which is at the end of 
his field; for the full price let him give it to 
me in your presence for a burial site.” 10Now 
Ephron was sitting among the sons of Heth; 
and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in 
the hearing of the sons of Heth; even of all 
who went in at the gate of his city, saying, 
11“No, my Lord, hear me; I give you the field, 
and I give you the cave that is in it. In the 
presence of the sons of my people I give it to 
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you; bury your dead.” 12And Abraham bowed 
before the people of the land. 13He spoke to 
Ephron in the hearing of the people of the 
land, saying, “If you will only please listen to 
me; I will give the price of the field, accept 
it from me that I may bury my dead there.” 
14Then Ephron answered Abraham, saying to 
him, 15“My Lord, listen to me; a piece of land 
worth four hundred shekels of silver, what 
is that between me and you? So bury your 
dead.” 16Abraham listened to Ephron; and 
Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver 
which he had named in the hearing of the 
sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, 
commercial standard. 

 17 So Ephron’s field, which was in Mach-
pelah, which faced Mamre, the field and cave 
which was in it, and all the trees which were 
in the field, that were within all the confines 
of its border, were deeded over 18to Abraham 
for a possession in the presence of the sons 
of Heth, before all who went in at the gate 
of his city. 19After this, Abraham buried Sarah 
his wife in the cave of the field at Machpelah 
facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of 
Canaan. 20So the field and the cave that is in it, 
were deeded over to Abraham for a burial site 
by the sons of Heth. 
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dred pieces of silver and five changes of gar-
ments. 23To his father he sent as follows: ten 
donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, 
and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and 
bread and sustenance for his father on the 
journey. 
 24 So he sent his brothers away, and as they 
departed, he said to them, “Do not quarrel on 
the journey.” 25Then they went up from Egypt, 
and came to the land of Canaan to their father 
Jacob. 26They told him, saying, “Joseph is still 
alive, and indeed he is ruler over all the land 
of Egypt.” But he was stunned, for he did not 

believe them. 27When they told him all the 
words of Joseph that he had spoken to them, 
and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had 
sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Ja-
cob revived. 28Then Israel said, “It is enough; 
my son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see 
him before I die.” 

Jacob Moves to Egypt

46 So Israel set out with all that he had, 
and came to Beersheba, and offered 

sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2God 
spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, 
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“Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” 3He 
said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not 
be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make 
you a great nation there. 4I will go down with 
you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up 
again; and Joseph will close your eyes.” 
 5 Then Jacob arose from Beersheba; and 
the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob 
and their little ones and their wives in the 
wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 
6They took their livestock and their property, 
which they had acquired in the land of Canaan, 
and came to Egypt, Jacob and all his descen-
dants with him: 7his sons and his grandsons 
with him, his daughters and his granddaugh-
ters, and all his descendants he brought with 
him to Egypt. 

Those Who Came to Egypt
 8 Now these are the names of the sons of 
Israel, Jacob and his sons, who went to Egypt: 
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn. 9The sons of Reu-
ben: Hanoch and Pallu and Hezron and Carmi. 
10The sons of Simeon: Jemuel and Jamin and 
Ohad and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul the son 
of a Canaanite woman. 11The sons of Levi: Ger-
shon, Kohath, and Merari. 12The sons of Judah: 
Er and Onan and Shelah and Perez and Zerah 
(but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan). 
And the sons of Perez were Hezron and Ham-
ul. 13The sons of Issachar: Tola and Puvvah and 
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 13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am 
going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to 
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me 
to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His 
name?’ What shall I say to them?” 14God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus 
you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’ ” 15God, furthermore, said to 
Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Is-
rael, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My 
name forever, and this is My memorial-name 
to all generations. 16Go and gather the elders 
of Israel together and say to them, ‘The Lord, 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, 
“I am indeed concerned about you and what 
has been done to you in Egypt. 17So I said, I will 
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to 
the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and 
the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivi-
te and the Jebusite, to a land 
flowing with milk and 
honey.” ’ 18They 
will pay heed 
to what you 

say; and you with the elders of Israel will come 
to the king of Egypt and you will say to him, 
‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met 
with us. So now, please, let us go a three days’ 
journey into the wilderness, that we may sac-
rifice to the Lord our God.’ 19But I know that 
the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, 
except under compulsion. 20So I will stretch 
out My hand and strike Egypt with all My mir-
acles which I shall do in the midst of it; and 
after that he will let you go. 21I will grant this 
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and 
it shall be that when you go, you will not go 
empty-handed. 22But every woman shall ask of 
her neighbor and the woman who lives in her 
house, articles of silver and articles of gold, 
and clothing; and you will put them on your 
sons and daughters. Thus you will plunder the 
Egyptians.” 
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Moses Given Powers

4Then Moses said, “What if they will not 
believe me or listen to what I say? For 

they may say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to 
you.’ ” 2The Lord said to him, “What is that in 
your hand?” And he said, “A staff.” 3Then He 
said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw 
it on the ground, and it became a serpent; 
and Moses fled from it. 4But the Lord said to 
Moses, “Stretch out your hand and grasp it 
by its tail”—so he stretched out his hand and 
caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 
5“that they may believe that the Lord, the 
God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
appeared to you.” 
 6 The Lord furthermore said to him, “Now 
put your hand into your bosom.” So he put 
his hand into his bosom, and when he took it 
out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 
7Then He said, “Put your hand into your bo-
som again.” So he put his hand into his bosom 
again, and when he took it out of his bosom, 
behold, it was restored like the rest of his 
flesh. 8“If they will not believe you or heed the 
witness of the first sign, they may believe the 
witness of the last sign. 9But if they will not 
believe even these two signs or heed what 
you say, then you shall take some water from 
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twelve, corresponding to their names, engraved 
with the engravings of a signet, each with its 
name for the twelve tribes. 15They made on the 
breastpiece chains like cords, of twisted cord-
age work in pure gold. 16They made two gold 
filigree settings and two gold rings, and put the 
two rings on the two ends of the breastpiece. 
17Then they put the two gold cords in the two 
rings at the ends of the breastpiece. 18They put 
the other two ends of the two cords on the two 
filigree settings, and put them on the shoulder 
pieces of the ephod at the front of it. 19They 
made two gold rings and placed them on the 
two ends of the breastpiece, on its inner edge 
which was next to the ephod. 20Furthermore, 
they made two gold rings and placed them on 
the bottom of the two shoulder pieces of the 
ephod, on the front of it, close to the place 
where it joined, above the woven band of the 
ephod. 21They bound the breastpiece by its 
rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, 
so that it would be on the woven band of the 
ephod, and that the breastpiece would not 
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come loose from the ephod, just as the Lord 
had commanded Moses. 
 22 Then he made the robe of the ephod of 
woven work, all of blue; 23and the opening of 
the robe was at the top in the center, as the 
opening of a coat of mail, with a binding all 
around its opening, so that it would not be 
torn. 24They made pomegranates of blue and 
purple and scarlet material and twisted linen 
on the hem of the robe. 25They also made bells 
of pure gold, and put the bells between the 
pomegranates all around on the hem of the 
robe, 26alternating a bell and a pomegranate 
all around on the hem of the robe for the ser-
vice, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
 27 They made the tunics of finely woven lin-
en for Aaron and his sons, 28and the turban 
of fine linen, and the decorated caps of fine 
linen, and the linen breeches of fine twisted 
linen, 29and the sash of fine twisted linen, and 
blue and purple and scarlet material, the work 
of the weaver, just as the Lord had command-
ed Moses. 

 30 They made the plate of the holy crown of 
pure gold, and inscribed it like the engravings 
of a signet, “Holy to the Lord.” 31They fas-
tened a blue cord to it, to fasten it on the tur-
ban above, just as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 
 32 Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the 
tent of meeting was completed; and the sons 
of Israel did according to all that the Lord 
had commanded Moses; so they did. 33They 
brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent 
and all its furnishings: its clasps, its boards, 
its bars, and its pillars and its sockets; 34and 
the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and the 
covering of porpoise skins, and the screening 
veil; 35the ark of the testimony and its poles 
and the mercy seat; 36the table, all its utensils, 
and the bread of the Presence; 37the pure gold 
lampstand, with its arrangement of lamps and 
all its utensils, and the oil for the light; 38and 
the gold altar, and the anointing oil and the 
fragrant incense, and the veil for the doorway 
of the tent; 39the bronze altar and its bronze 
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 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called sons of God. 
 10 “Blessed are those who have been perse-
cuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you 
and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of Me. 12Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 

Disciples and the World
 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the 
salt has become tasteless, how can it be made 
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and trampled under 
foot by men. 

 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden; 15nor does anyone 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in 
the house. 16Let your light shine before men in 
such a way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
 17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish 
but to fulfill. 18For truly I say to you, until heav-
en and earth pass away, not the smallest let-
ter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 19Whoever then annuls one of 
the least of these commandments, and teach-
es others to do the same, shall be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps 
and teaches them, he shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
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Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but 
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been good for that 
man if he had not been born.” 25And Judas, 
who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not 
I, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it 
yourself.” 

The Lord’s Supper Instituted
 26 While they were eating, Jesus took some 
bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body.” 27And when He had taken 
a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is 
My blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for forgiveness of sins. 29But I say 
to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine 
from now on until that day when I drink it new 
with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 
 30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

 31 Then Jesus *said to them, “You will all fall 
away because of Me this night, for it is writ-
ten, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’ 
32But after I have been raised, I will go ahead 
of you to Galilee.” 33But Peter said to Him, 
“Even though all may fall away because of 
You, I will never fall away.” 34Jesus said to him, 
“Truly I say to you that this very night, before a 
rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” 
35Peter *said to Him, “Even if I have to die with 
You, I will not deny You.” All the disciples said 
the same thing too. 
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The Garden of Gethsemane
 36 Then Jesus *came with them to a place 
called Gethsemane, and *said to His disciples, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 
37And He took with Him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved 
and distressed. 38Then He *said to them, “My 
soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; 
remain here and keep watch with Me.” 
 39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell 
on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if 
it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not 
as I will, but as You will.” 40And He *came to 
the disciples and *found them sleeping, and 
*said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep 
watch with Me for one hour? 41Keep watch-

ing and praying that you may not enter into 
temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 
 42 He went away again a second time and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot 
pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 
43Again He came and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were heavy. 44And He left them 
again, and went away and prayed a third time, 
saying the same thing once more. 45Then He 
*came to the disciples and *said to them, 
“Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the 
hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Get up, 
let us be going; behold, the one who betrays 
Me is at hand!” 
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